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The people of Israel have fled through the
Red Sea, while the persecuting soldiers
of the Pharao are drowning (Exod. 14).
[llustration in the socalled Utrecht
Historybible (1467, Royal Library, The
Hague). The artist took the bursting of a
dike as example for the scene he wanted
to depict
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The geophysics of the northern Dutch (Frisian) coastal area: flat and fertile clay marshes
along the sea, intersected by gullies and tidal streams, with a hinterland of high lying but
poor sandy soils, for a great part covered by peat around 800
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The extension of the
peat-moors in the
Netherlands, ca. 800
A.D., according to Peter
Vos (2003)

By then, only the clay
marshes were (densely)
populated

In the North the peat
extension had been larger
In Roman times / Iron Age
(0-300 AD). In the early
Middle Ages layers of clay
were deposited at the
edges

800 n. Chr (1150 BP)




The extension of
the peat bogs is
suggested by the
archaeologist
Egge Knol to
have been very
large, according

| it , to his
PALAEOGEOGRAFISCHE KAART VAN NOORD-NEDERLAND IN DE VR( 1 i
Deze kaart is gebzseerd op een manuscript in kleurpotlood op grijsdrukken (1:50.01 d ISS ertatl on fro m
drie maal 50% verkleind is. De tussenstadia zijn steeds met kleurpotlood opgeh 199 3
minder duidelijk dan op het origineel.

Legenda:
() waddeneiland () kwelder . knikklei
" water Q lage kwelder ‘ knikklei op
@) hoge kwelder O knikklei op kwelder

Bijlage bij Egge Knol, De Noordnederlandse kustlanden in de Vroege Middeleeuwen




Taking a closer look at the ribbon-like clay regions of Oostergo (province of Friesland).
The map to the right shows the partition with high sandy ridges and a basin of heavy
clay-on-peat layers behind it, originally drained by small rivers breaking through the
ridge. At the seaside very fertile mew | a n dodmed I3y alluvial accretion. The map to
the left, shows the value pro parcel in 1832: orange = more than 50 guilders pro ha,

yellow = les than 5.




The still existing dwelling mound
of Hallig Hooge (Schleswig-
Holstein, Germany), to the right
at springtide in the summer of
2007, which gives at least some
idea of the outlook of such
Terpen in the Middle Ages
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Fig. 56. De verspreiding van Karolingisch draaischijf:
in het Noordnederlandse kustgebied. De vindplaatse
tabel 19. Legenda 1-6 staat in figuur 6, 7, 1-9 schei
of meer scherven. Tekening H.J.M. Burgers AIVU.

The terpen in the 9th century in Friesland and Groningen, on
the basis of pottery finds (Knol 1993)



A reconstruction of
hundreds of terpen in
Friesland west of the
Lauwers, based on a
combination of sources.
It gives the impression
that population was
growing fast after the 6th
century; old settlements
were extended, whilst
new ones were
constructed on the
inland clay-on-peat zone




