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Peter C.G. Glas M.Sc. LL.M. President of the Dutch Association of Regional Water
Authorities

Still learning to adapt, after a thousand
years

Opening Key Note 25t ICID Regional Conference
16-20 May 2011
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ANetherlands-Lowlands
ARegional Water Authorities

AHow to adapt to more droughts and floods in the future?
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= 25 Regional Water Authorltles
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Reglonal Water Authorities - self governance
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Independent government body:

A800 years old system
Aown legal power
Aown tax system
Aown elections
Abudget G 2,6 billion
A10.500 employees
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= Water systems management - quantity
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_ Alssuing permits
AEnforcing bye-laws
L ADrainage

- Alrrigation
AMaintenance

} ACombating musk rats and
beaver rats
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= Water systems management - quality
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APlanning
ALicensing
AEnforcing (bye-)laws

AMonitoring and evaluation

AWater Framework Directive
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= Urban Wastewater Treatment
A,

Treatement of 2.000.000.000 m3 sewage a year

353 wastewater treatment plants
99% sewage connection
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= Flood protection
G S

ARijkswaterstaat (central

government):
o Coastline
o Storm tide barrier Westerschelde
o Storm tide barrier Nieuwe Waterweg

AWaterschappen:
o River dikes
o Canal dikes
o Embankments
o Inland flood barriers
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= Taxation
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////A

Flood protection, Waste water
L . treatment,
Irrigation and drainage
sewage

\ 4

interest-pay-say the polluter pays

u 281per household for water management
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= How to adapt?
G S

Owerall losses and insured losses - Absolute values and long-term trends
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240 The chart presents the overall
losses and insured losses
for "great”™ and “devastating”

s I S S O I 1 O I catastro phes -
adjusted to present values.
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